Resolution Supporting HR 676: Medicare for All 
Whereas: Thousands of Wilkinsburg residents either lack health insurance and depend upon hospital emergency rooms for health care or are under-insured. Nationally, 47 million US residents lack health care and 50 million are underinsured. The Congressional Budget Office reports that women in the US are 70% more likely to die in child birth than in Europe;
Whereas: Providing health insurance for 105 Wilkinsburg Borough employees costs taxpayers $1 million per year or $91,000 per month out of the general fund. That amounts to about 3 mills of taxes. Health insurance costs have been skyrocketing by double digits every year for the past 8 years and there is no end in sight;
Whereas: Congressman John Conyers of Michigan along with over 80 members of the US House, including Pennsylvania Rep. Mike Doyle, who represents Wilkinsburg, have introduced HR 676 the Medicare for All Bill;

Whereas: HR 676 would provide single payer, Medicare health insurance for all US residents including Wilkinsburg residents and employees. It is a publicly financed privately delivered health care system, unique to the US. Residents would retain their choice of provider, doctors, nurses and treatment.

Whereas: HR676 covers primary care, outpatient care, emergency care, medications, durable medical equipment, long term care, mental health services, dentistry, vision, chiropractic and substance abuse;

Whereas: Physicians for National Health care estimates that the legislation would remove $286 billion from health care costs, nationally, because the bill takes the huge profits grossed by insurance companies out of the loop;
Whereas: HR 676 would be funded by a payroll tax, like social security, of 3.5% on workers and 3.5% on companies, a 5% surcharge on major corporations, repealing Bush tax cuts on the top 1% of income, the richest in our Country like the owners of Wal-Mart.

Therefore be it Resolved: That Wilkinsburg Borough Council endorses passage of HR 676, Medicare for all;

Be it further Resolved: That Wilkinsburg Borough Council expresses our appreciation to Congressman Mike Doyle for co-sponsoring HR 676;

Be it Further Resolved: That this resolution be sent to State Representative Joseph Preston and State Senator Jim Ferlo for consideration by the State Assembly;

Be it Further Resolved: That this resolution be sent to the Allegheny League of Municipalities and the Pennsylvania Borough Association for circulation and consideration.

